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GRADE 9 
SCOPE  
The time period from Reconstruction to WWII are studied in the ninth grade. This historic content is the vehicle used for 
integrating various social studies disciplines. Content and skills of the course are designed to focus on historical 
comprehension and chronological development with an emphasis on the writing and reading of social studies. Research 
skills continue to be integrated into the curriculum.  
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
The course is organized around these essential questions: 

 Is history one person’s opinion? How can Social Studies be accurately interpreted? 

 How have social, economic, and technological change shaped America? 

 How has the search for liberty and equality affected the development of American Society? 

 How do a country and its citizens handle conflict, cooperation, and adversity? 

 How do current issues of today connect us to the past and allow us to see developing trends?  

 What are the causes of group-targeted violence and how does group-targeted violence manifest itself in the 
curriculum of grade 9 Social Studies (e.g. Native Americans, The Holocaust)? To what extent was the response to 
group-targeted violence helpful or harmful? 
 

LEVELS  and TEXTS 
Literacy Studies in American History 9: US History & Geography (McGraw) 
American Civilization 9: US History & Geography (McGraw) 
Honors American Civilization 9: The Americans: Reconstruction to the 21st Century (McDougal) 
 

 

GRADE 10 
SCOPE 
Tenth grade continues with the emergence of Modern America. The period of American history from post WWII to the 
present day is emphasized. The course begins with the emergence of the United States as a world power after WWII and 
concludes with an emphasis on our recent decades. Content and skills of the course are designed to focus on historical 
comprehension and chronological development with an emphasis on the writing and reading of social studies. Research 
skills continue to be integrated into the curriculum. 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS  
The course is organized around these essential questions: 

 Is history one person’s opinion? How can Social Studies be accurately interpreted? 

 How has modern America evolved socially and culturally, economically and politically? 

 How has the U.S. met the challenge of the global community? 

 How does technological innovation and change impact society? 

 How does history help us understand the present and prepare us for the future?  

 How do current issues of today relate to the developing of future trends?  

 What are the causes of group-targeted violence and how does group-targeted violence manifest itself in the 
curriculum of grade 10 Social Studies (e.g. Civil Rights Movement)? To what extent was the response to group-
targeted violence helpful or harmful? 
 

LEVELS and TEXTS 
Literacy Studies in American History 10: United States History:  Modern America (Pearson) 
American Civilization 10: The American Vision: Modern Times (McGaw) 
Honors American Civilization 10: The Americans: Reconstruction to the 21st Century (McDougal) 
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GRADE 11 
SCOPE  
Interwoven in eleventh grade are the connections from the past to the present. With the decreasing size of the global 
world, the student must understand the significant historical, political, economic, social, and technological issues in our 
global world from 1500 to the present.  The themes of democracy vs. tyranny, war and peace, global links and 
communal identity as well as the quality of life complete the study. Content and skills of the course are designed to 
focus on historical comprehension and chronological development with an emphasis on the writing and reading of social 
studies. Research skills continue to be integrated into the curriculum. 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
The course is organized around these essential questions: 

 How have people built their diverse cultures over time?  

 How has historical evidence influenced the interconnectedness of society?  

 How have economic systems developed to address changing human needs?  

 How have geographic factors affected the course of history?  

 How do current issues of today relate to the developing of future trends?  

 How do societies govern themselves? 

 What are the causes of group-targeted violence and how does group-targeted violence manifest itself in the 
curriculum of grade 11 Social Studies (e.g. Rwandan Genocide)? To what extent was the response to group-targeted 
violence helpful or harmful? 
 

LEVELS and TEXTS 
Literacy Studies in World History: Human Legacy (Holt, Reinhart, Winston) 
World History: Human Legacy (Holt, Reinhart, Winston) 
Honors World History: World History The Modern Era (Prentice Hall) 
 

 
 

GIFTED PROGRAM 
SCOPE 
The high school gifted program parallels the content and essential questions found in the core social studies program. 
The gifted classes emphasize oral communications, organization, written communication, research, independence, 
leadership, analysis, and creativity as found in the GIEP.  

TEXTS 
9th Grade - American Studies I: The Enduring Vision, A History of the American People (Houghton Mifflin) 
 
10th Grade - American Studies II: The Enduring Vision, A History of the American People (Houghton Mifflin) 
 
11th Grade - Honors Modern World History:  World History Volume II, Since 1100 (Prentice Hall) 
 

 
 


